CHAPTER V.

HINDU INDIA,

I. POLITICAL HISTORY FROM 1001 A.D.

THE whole of India became more or less subject to the
great Akbar, who in 1556 succeeded his father Humdyun,
and this will be a convenient opportunity for briefly
noticing the growth of Hinduism up to the sixteenth
century, the Hindu kingdoms of the south, the Muham-
madan states of the Dekhan, and the internal state of
India under the Muhammadan Empire up to the days
of Akbar.

It has been seen already that, in addition to the
aboriginal inhabitants of India, the population is made
up of the races which entered the country in prehistoric
times, presumably from Central Asia, who are commonly
called Aryans, though their origin has been the subject
of more dogmatism than discovery, and Scythians or
Tartars, who had previously, to use the words of Sir
William Hunter, "roamed over the plains of Central
Asia with their cattle, and .whose one talent was for
war/' About 500 B.C. the Buddhist religion widened the
sphere of Brahmanism, which previously had occupied
a position akin to that now occupied by Confucianism
in China, of a state code of mora.s. Buddhism till
400 A.D. served to weld together in a more harmonious
whole the centrifugal forces then at \ fork in India, In
the seventh century Brahmanism began to gain the
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